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the year.    Drunkenness, fighting, and disorder frequently
characterize this festival.

This was originally a feast in honour of spring, and may
perhaps correspond to the " April Fools " and " Carnivals "
of European nations.

5.  Sri Rama Navami, " the ninth day of the god Rama,"
is observed at the end of March or early in April, chiefly by
Vishnuites, and commemorates the birthday of Kama.    The
image of the hero is set up, adorned, and worshipped; and
portions of the "Ramayanani" or poetical history of Rama,
his romantic adventures in search of his beloved wife, and
his glorious success in rescuing her from the power of the
giants who had carried her off, are sung to the delight of
large audiences.    This feast is regarded as most sacred and
beneficial.

6.  " VisJm " (a tropic or solstice), about the 12th of April,
is the astronomical new year, and one of the most popular
festivals of Malabar.    Subjects present !N"ew Year offerings
to the Rajah, merchants settle their accounts, and great
rejoicing, with the deafening din of music in the temple and
fireworks, and the firing of guns in the streets, everywhere
prevails.

7.  " Vimijaga Cliathwrti? " Ganesha's fourteenth day,"
about the 21st of August, celebrates the birth of the god of
Wisdom and Fortune.   Clay images of this deity, with his
elephant's head, and short, stout body and,legs, riding upon
the back of a rat, are made, duly consecrated, and worshipped
in houses and families; they are afterwards cast into a river
or tank.

8.  " Onam" in August or September^ is a great national
festival in Malabar, more generally observed even than the
Vishu festival.    Everything is now fresh and green after
the rains, so that this almost amounts to a second spring
feast.   Houses are decorated with flowers, lamps kept burn-